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him to take up wider pioneer work in preference to
that of a settled missionary, viz. to introduce legiti-
mate commerce instead of the Slave Trade. He set
himself to the task of finding a road from the Interior
to the sea, either on the East or West Coast, believ-
ing that the welfare of the whole Continent, both
spiritual and temporal, was involved in this plan of
opening out new channels to the enterprise of British
and other merchants.
In 1852, when the Transvaal Boers gutted his
house at Kolobeng in his absence, and raided his
furniture and stores, he wrote to the Directors of his
Society that the Boers were determined to shut up
the Interior, and he was determined, with God's
help, to open a path through the country, or perish.
Throughout his career Livingstone always showed
the same zeal to put an end to the curse of slavery,
and to substitute legitimate trading. He pursued
his aim from the time of his early experience of the
horrors of Portuguese slave-raiding. The more he
saw of it, the deeper grew his hatred of the system
as " an insurmountable barrier to all moral and
commercial progress." The evils of the slave
system, he wrote in 1860, had only been intensified
by Portuguese colonisation. Of his famous journey
across the Continent from Loanda, he had written
that the great bane of the Portuguese settlers was
slavery, and that the whole system engendered a
blight which nothing could counteract. To make
Africa a prosperous land, liberty must be proclaimed